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Fortnightly Friday Flyer  

Dear Parent, 
Croeso – Blwyddyn Newydd Dda! It was lovely to see all the children back after the Christmas break. On behalf of myself 
and the staff I would like to thank you all for the kind cards and gifts at the end of the term.   This term we welcome 
several new families to the school, I am sure the school community will make them feel very welcome.   

Attendance ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be.’ 
We have another new addition to the school; Rory the Attendance Monkey will join the class of the 
week each week. Blwyddyn 5 was the first class to welcome him and came up with his name.  A great 
week for attendance this week – diolch yn fawr bawb! 

 
 
 
 

 

In and Around School: ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be.’ 
One of our school aims is to ‘Foster pupils’ cultural identity through an awareness 
of the heritage and history of Wales and the Welsh language, alongside developing 
a respect and understanding for other cultures as informed global citizens.’  This 
term we are having a whole school focus on Wales, Foundation Phase through the 
theme ‘Green, green grass of home’ and Ks2 through ‘Cymru am byth’.  Earlier this 
week we send out a topic web detailing the learning experiences your child will be 
covering this term in class.   
Blwyddyn 2 made a great start ‘Through the Storybook’ by looking at The Story of 
Gelert,  here they are completing a Daily Edit and using Jit to write the story. You can 
find the story here http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/story760-the-story-of-
gelert.html - have your tissues ready!  They’ve also started to develop their cultural 
knowledge and understanding through learning Welsh folk dances. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘We have the right to be fit & healthy’ 
Blwyddyn 3 is currently involved in a very exciting project working 
with Sam Crossley from Swansea University. The project involves 
a study of physical activity over the next term. The children have 
been fitted with accelerometers to track their physical activity 
each day. Every 2 weeks the data will be collected, a 3d printer 
will be used to produce a model of the activity which will also be 
shared with the children. It will be interesting to see what the 
impact of study has on the children’s physical activity.  The 
project also supports our school aim to ‘Ensure the safety of 
every child and encourage a healthy and active lifestyle for all’ 
I’d like to thank parents for their support with the project.  

Blwyddyn 6 will taking part in the Ospreys 
Community Project this term, Mrs Dardecker is 
already going out for the training each Friday. In addition Y6 take part in a player visit, a visit to Liberty 
Stadium and Sony in Bridgend. The project culminates in a rugby tournament. 

School Target 2016 – 2017:  96.5% 

Current Whole School Attendance to date – 97.3% ‘Ardderchog!’  

FFF 13.1.17 
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GROWTH MINDSET ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be.’ 

From this term we will be encouraging our pupils to develop a Growth Mindset.  It is worth 
emphasising that a Growth Mindset is not a new course but an approach to school and lifelong 
learning.  Research by Developmental Psychologist Dr Carol Dweck of Stanford University points to 
people having one of two mindsets: Growth and Fixed. 

 
You can find out more here: The Effect of Praise on Mindsets (Carol Dweck) https://youtu.be/TTXrV0_3UjY 
 

"In a fixed mindset students believe their basic abilities, their intelligence, their talents, are just fixed traits. They have 
a certain amount and that's that, and then their goal becomes to look smart all the time and never look dumb. In a 
growth mindset students understand that their talents and abilities can be developed through effort, good teaching 

and persistence. They don't necessarily think everyone's the same or anyone can be Einstein, but they believe 
everyone can get smarter if they work at it.”    Dweck 

 

A child’s belief about intelligence is an important factor in whether they become an effective learner so being open to 
their potential for growth is important for success.  Although most people will undoubtedly have a mixture of these 
mindsets in different aspects of their life, Dweck’s research highlights very important evidence that most teaching 
professionals would instantly recognise in their class.  From a practical point of view, staff would recognise pupils with a 
fixed mindset who are scared to contribute to class discussion for fear of looking stupid; who take one bad test result as 
a sign that they cannot do the subject, are going to fail and therefore give up; who will not try anything new for fear of 
getting it wrong; who will persevere with the same approach to their learning even when it is not working rather than 
being creative and finding a different solution.  The school’s goal of developing a Growth Mindset within pupils is 
designed to remove such barriers to learning as the children will begin to understand, accept and believe they can grow 
their ability rather than being told they can by parents and teachers. 
 

Research suggests that the best methods to allow children to believe in their ability to grow are as follows.  

 Being open and frank about growth.  i.e. making everyone aware of what they can achieve by adopting the 
mindset.   

 Using feedback and praise designed to promote and highlight their ability to grow through effort, planning and 
commitment.   

 Showing pupils that their brain and body can physically achieve more through training and effort.   

 Giving clear and inspirational examples of others who have used their Growth Mindset to great effect.   

 Providing opportunity for pupils to think about and write about their mindset.   
As you can imagine, hearing a consistent message in this approach is crucial to success, therefore, staff in the school will 
be adopting these methods as often as possible. However, it is important that the same message is heard at home so we 
would encourage parents to try to further a Growth Mindset at home too.  Dr. Carol Dweck states: 
 

Parents should not shield their children from challenges, mistakes, and struggles. Instead parents should teach children to 
love challenges. They can say things like, “This is hard. What fun!” or “This is too easy. It’s no fun.” 

They should teach their children to embrace mistakes. ”Ooooh, here’s an interesting mistake. What should we do next?” 
And they should teach them to love effort: “That was a fantastic struggle. You really stuck to it and made great progress” 

or “This will take a lot of effort –boy will it be fun!” 

A fixed mindset thinking can result in:  
 

• a false sense of superiority, undermined by a deep 
sense of self-doubt  

• a fear of failure; refusal to take risks  
• a feeling that failure permanently defines you as a 

loser  
• the belief that only untalented, ungifted people have 

to work for success; effort somehow reduces you  
• a desire to blame others or outside circumstances 

when things don’t go your way  
• being motivated by reward and praise from others  

 

A growth mindset thinking can result in:  
 

• a love for learning and self-improvement  
• a desire to be challenged  
• a willingness to work for positive results  
• a belief that you can control the outcomes in your 

life with effort and practice  
• the ability to learn from mistakes and failures  
• emotional resilience  
• being self-motivated  

https://youtu.be/TTXrV0_3UjY
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Over the term we will be introducing the idea of Growth Mindset to the children in a variety of ways including through 
stories. These activities will cover the following themes: 
 

Effort... The secret to getting smarter. The more targeted effort you put in, the more you’ll get out.  
You can help your children to focus their effort and attention, encourage practise. Regularly recognise this effort with 
effort praise.  

Difficulty... Difficult and challenging tasks give the opportunity for growth.  

Create excitement with your children as they take on a new challenge and push outside of their comfort zone. 
Recognise each achievement and point out to them how much they’re learning. 
Mistakes... Mistakes are a great opportunity to get feedback, to learn and to grow.  
Help your children to see that mistakes are feedback (not failure). They provide a great opportunity and  
motivation for growth. Recognise that when working outside of their comfort zone, they are likely to make mistakes 
that they can learn from. 

Yet... A small and empowering word….YET…shifts thinking from a fixed to a growth state. 
Use it in conversation with your children. When you hear…  
“I can’t do it”….rephrase and add ‘Yet’. “You can’t do it yet, is there anything I can do to help you?”.     Or 
“I’m rubbish at this”….rephrase and add ‘Yet’. “You haven’t found the best way to learn it yet. What could you do next?” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’ll provide you with more information and ideas about how you can help as we develop our approach to Growth 
Mindset further.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After School Club 
Thank you for your responses to the After School Club consultation. Unfortunately I do not think we are in position to 
fund the service with the numbers as they stand. Last year the cost for funding the club stood at £9,057.00, this figure 
will have increased this year due to additional costs (National Insurance payments etc). To be able to run the club we 
must be able to guarantee this income, schools are facing budget cuts year on year and we do not have the capacity to 
subsidise the club. I understand, however, that parents are keen to reinstate the club; therefore I propose offering the 
opportunity for parents to be involved in a working party to establish whether we can find a different way to run the 
club. If you are interesting in leading or supporting this working party please contact the school.  

Many thanks for your continued support. As always if you have any concerns or problems please feel free to make an 
appointment. 
 

Mwynheuwch y penwythnos! 

Kerina Hanson 

Pennaeth (Headteacher)          
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Right of the Month 
‘We have the right to be learn & be the best we can be’ 

 Why not find out more  

https://support.unicef.org/getting-every-child-school  
 

FAIL 
FIRST 

ATTEMPT 

IN 

LEARNING 

 

= 

https://support.unicef.org/getting-every-child-school
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Patrwm yr wythnos : Get involved in learning welsh together   
 ‘We have the right to our own culture & way of life.’ 

Weather 

Sut mae’r tywydd? -What’s the weather like?  Sut mae’r tywydd heddiw? -What’s the weather like today? 
 

Mae’n oer. - It’s cold.     Mae’n braf. - It’s fine.     Mae’n heulog. - It’s sunny. 
 

Mae’n wyntog. - It’s windy.     Mae’n bwrw glaw. - It’s raining.     Mae’n bwrw eira. - It’s snowing. 
 

Mae’n rhewi. - It’s freezing.     Mae’n boeth. - It’s hot. 
 

 ‘Sut mae’r tywydd heddiw?’ -What’s the weather like today?   ‘Mae’n oer iawn, iawn, iawn!’ - It’s very, very, very cold. 

Dates at a Glance 

Event Details Dates 
Community Events Santes Dwynwen's Day (Welsh Valentine's Day) 

Class Assembly Blwyddyn 1 ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’ 

Safer Internet Day 
Produce Market Y6 
Shrove Tuesday 
Produce Market Y5 
Mother’s Day 
Parents Meeting week 

Class Assembly Blwyddyn 2 ‘We have the right to be heard & have our say’ 

25.1.17 
27.1.17 
7.2.17 
12.2.17 
28.2.17 
12.3.17 
26.3.17 
27.3.17 – 30.1.17 
31.3.17 

School 
Trips/Visits/Events 

Pennard Castle – All of KS2 
Ospreys Player visit Y6 
Liberty Stadium visit Y6 
NCPCC Assemblies FP & KS2 
Team GB Sports4Champions fund raising day 
Sony visit Y6 
Eisteddfod – whole school 
Rugby festival – Y6 
Pennard Castle – EY  
Science week – whole school  
Swimming Gala 
Abernant Residential Y5 
St Fagans – Y1 & Y2 
Swansea Market – Y5 

16.1.17 
18.1.17 
23.1.17 
25.1.17 
10.2.17 
15.2.17 
1.3.17 
3.3.17 
Wk beginning 6.3.17 
13.3.17 
30.3.17 
3.4.17 – 5.4.17 
TBA 

TBA 

Term Dates  Wednesday 4th January 2017   –   Friday 17th February 2017 
Monday 27th February 2017   –   Thursday 6th April 2017 
Monday 24th April 2017   –   Friday 26th May 
Tuesday 6th June   –   Friday 21st July 2017 

NATIONAL TESTS 3RD TO 10TH MAY 2017 

INSET Days Day 4 – Spring term: Friday 7th April 2017 
Day 5 – Summer term: Monday 5th June 2017 


