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Policy Application 
This policy applies throughout the school grounds and buildings. The policy also applies on any 
school visit. 
 
Rationale 
Pennard Primary School is committed to the health and safety of its stakeholders and will take 
action to safe guard their well being. Pennard Primary School does not accept the misuse of drugs 
or substances by members of the school, or the illegal supply of these substances. Pennard 
Primary School acknowledges the importance of its pastoral role in the welfare of young people, 
and will seek to support all in the handling of drug related situations.  
 
In response to our shared concerns at a local and national level, we wish to state that, as part of its 
care for the welfare of its pupils, Pennard Primary School believes it has a duty to inform and 
educate young people about the consequences of drug use and misuse. The school takes a 
positive stance on this matter, believing that health education is a vital part of the Personal and 
Social Education for all pupils.  
 
Fundamental to our school's values and practice is the principle of sharing the responsibility for 
education of our young people with parents, by keeping them informed and involved at all times. 
Effective communication and co-operation is essential to the successful implementation of this 
policy. Whilst we acknowledge that the number of young people who use and misuse substances is 
rising, it is seen as important to recognise that a larger number of young people are choosing not to 
use or misuse substances. We will continue to support their differing needs.  
 
Substance Misuse Education 
Effective Substance Misuse Education will enable children and young people at Pennard Primary 
School to make responsible informed choices about their lives. 
The school will use the Swansea Healthy School scheme, “A Whole School Approach to Substance 
Use and Misuse Education”, to deliver a comprehensive programme for pupils. 
 
A Schools Liaison Officer from South Wales Police contributes to the content of the programme for 
Year 5 and 6 pupils. 
 
The use of a range of strategies including Circle Time across the school also contributes 
significantly to the development of the skills, attitudes and values that pupils require as they 
progress through all phases of life. 
 
The following values of PSE are consistent with the values underpinning substance misuse work: 
 
• Respect for self and others 
• Trust 
• Honesty and truth 
• Independence of mind and the right to hold individual views 
• Fairness and justice 
• Sensitivity to the environment  
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Substance Misuse education cannot be delivered in isolation; this will reflect the approach within the 
Personal and Social Education (PSE) Framework for Wales, which underpins this Policy. 
 

Key Stage 
 

PSE Framework Wales National Curriculum Science Order 
 

Foundation Phase 
 

Understand that medicines are 
taken to make them better, but that 

some drugs are dangerous 

Pupils should be taught about the 
role of drugs as medicines 

 

2 Know the harmful effects, both to 
themselves and others of tobacco, 
alcohol, solvents and other legal 

and illegal substances 

Pupils should be taught that 
tobacco and other drugs can have 

harmful effects 
 

 
Definition of a Substance   
For the purposes of this policy the word ‘substances’ includes all mood and performance changing 
substances, both legal and illegal, and including prescribed drugs, alcohol, tobacco and solvents.   
Many drugs are lawfully carried as medicines.  There is a clear policy on the administration of 
medicines. If pupils supply prescription drugs to others in school, they are acting unlawfully and 
therefore this policy will apply 
 
The range of substances covered by this policy 
The substances covered by this policy include: 
 

 Tobacco 
 Alcohol 
 Over the counter medicines 
 Prescription only medicines, including anabolic steroids and benzodiazepines 
 Volatile substances, including aerosol propellants, butane, solvents and glues 
 Illegal substances, including heroin, cocaine, ecstasy, amphetamines, LSD, GHB 

and cannabis 
 
Procedures for managing substance misuse related incidents 
Each case should be carefully considered in the light of the individual 
circumstances and the best interests of the child/young person. 
 
It is impossible to provide an exhaustive list of incidents that may be covered by this policy, but the 
following are examples of the type of incidents that are covered: 
 substance misuse related litter in or around the premises e.g. cans, syringes; 
 suspicion and allegations about an individual’s activities; 
 disclosure about substance misuse on the premises or elsewhere whilst the responsibility of the 

school e.g. school trip; 
 children clearly displaying signs of substance misuse; 
 possession of substances while children, young people or adults are the responsibility of the 

school; 
 use of substances while children, young people or adults are the responsibility of the school; 
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 selling or dealing in substances while children, young people or adults are the responsibility of 
the school. 

 
Immediate action is needed when there is a clear risk to safety, for example: 
 

Example 
 

Action 
 

An adult collecting a child or young person 
appears to be under the influence of drink 
and/or drugs  
 

Apply locally agreed child protection 
procedures, involve the police if adult is 
aggressive  

A child or young person/adult appears ill or 
unsafe as a result of substance misuse  
 

Consider obtaining medical advice, note 
relevant facts and inform parent/carer  

Example 
 

Action 

Substances are being supplied on, or near 
premises  
 

Contact police  
 

There is ready access to controlled drugs  
 

Contact police   
 

The premise has potentially hazardous 
substance misuse related litter e.g. needles, 
syringes  

 

Arrange safe removal of litter according to 
Health and Safety Policy, involve police if 
related to illegal substance misuse  
 

Substance misusers behaving aggressively  
 

Seek urgent police assistance to remove 

A child/young person discloses that they 
are misusing drugs or their parent or other 
family members are misusing drugs   
 

Contact social services or specialist 
substance misuse service for advice on how 
to respond.    
 

 
(Exemplars above from WG Guidance) 
 
Further action that may follow an incident 
 
In any action that the school takes following an incident, the welfare of pupils involved will be of 
paramount importance. Support for pupils involved and their parents/carers will be arranged in 
discussion with appropriate agencies. 
 
Disciplinary action taken against pupils may include fixed term exclusion and, in exceptional 
circumstances, permanent exclusion. The school will follow the guidelines set out in the Local 
Authority’s’s Substance Misuse: Guidance for Schools and the Welsh Assembly Government’s 
Circular 17/02. 
Following an incident the school will also review the substance misuse education provided to pupils 
and make amendments to this as necessary.  
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Procedure for Dealing with Incidents Involving Staff    
Substance Misuse related incidents involving staff is subject to City and County of Swansea’s 
Employment and Disciplinary Policy and Procedures.  Substance Misuse outside school working 
hours could adversely affect job performance and so initiate Capability Procedures.     
Staff are obliged to co-operate with testing procedures, including the provision of biological samples 
for analysis when there is reasonable suspicion of substance abuse.  Refusal to co-operate is a 
disciplinary offence that could result in disciplinary action including dismissal.   
Supply of illegal drugs or alcohol to pupils in school or on school visits is potentially gross 
professional misconduct and would normally be reported to the Education Workforce Council for 
Wales.   
 
Procedure for Dealing with Adults (not staff)   
Pennard Primary School will not release pupils into the care of other adults where there is a 
possibility of harm to that pupil.  Where there is evidence that parents or carers arriving at school to 
collect pupils are under the influence of drugs or alcohol, Social Services or Police will be contacted 
in line with the Child Protection Policy.   
Where a parent or visitor is / or appears to be under the influence of a substance on the school 
premises and they will be asked to leave immediately.  Where illegal substances are involved, 
Police will be informed.    
 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
It may be appropriate for staff to provide one-to-one support and advice for pupils. In such 
circumstances, staff will make pupils aware that they cannot offer total confidentiality. All staff will 
adhere to the school’s Child Protection Policy.  
 
Media Contact   
Staff at Pennard Primary School will not report incidents and/or issues concerning Substance 
Misuse to the local press and media generally.  The Head teacher, in consultation with the Local 
Authority and Governors will deal personally with all media matters. All media enquiries will be to be 
referred to the City and County of Swansea’s Press Office. 
 
Further Guidance 
WG Substance Misuse: Children and Young people. Circular (2002) 
 
REVIEW 
This policy is reviewed on an annual basis or sooner if legislation and Local Authority guidance 
changes. 
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