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Dear Parent, 
Croeso pawb. It’s been a great start to a new year here at Pennard. The children have settled back into the routine of school 
brilliantly and in every class there is a vibrant, purposeful atmosphere where lots of super learning is taking place. I have 
been especially impressed with our Foundation Phase, our reception children have made an excellent start to their learning 
journey here at Pennard, and all the children in Foundation Phase have embraced our new learning zones fabulously.  Each 
day we see them become more independent in knowing what to expect and do in each of the zones.  
Thank you to all those who attended our ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions. Teachers shared information about routines and 
expectations for the year – you will receive information about your child’s class and a topic web today. The teachers work 
together in planning teams to ensure we fulfil one of our core aims - ‘Deliver a stimulating and innovative curriculum that 
challenges, excites and inspires pupils to achieve their best.’ They also provide many opportunities for the children to make 
decisions about what and how they learn. This happens in many ways across the school, from Foundation Phase where the 
children are involved in planning activities for the different areas of learning in and outside the classroom, to KS2 where 
children decide on the best level of challenge for their learning through Growth Mindset. It is fantastic to see the children 
involved in this way and to see them have such an ownership in their learning. 
 

Attendance ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’ 
We ended our year we a brilliant 96.2% overall attendance last year. I must thank you all for supporting us and your children 
in making sure they make the most of school by being here every day. We follow the Bishopston Cluster policy for 
attendance, this means that leave of absence during term time will only be authorised if attendance is above the school 
target for the year (including the previous year). Thank you for your continued support in ensuring our school attendance 
remains high. 
 

 

 

In and Around School: ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’ 
School Aim Ensure the safety of every child… 
We’ve been promoting our ‘Right to be safe & protected from harm’ this week with the 
Swansea Road Safety team, Rocky the Road Safety Rooster visited us during our road safety 
assembly which was followed by workshops for the children in KS2. 

Our local police, PC Hadley and PCSO Borthewick joined the day helping us understand about 
road safety using the speed camera on the road outside our school. Our children caught a 
few cars going too fast – these drivers will get a warning letter from the police!  I think we 
will all be pleased when the new crossing is eventually installed in the village. South Wales 
Swansea Police also ran a competition for the children to design a road safety banner which 
will be put up outside the school. We have 3 runners up who each received a brilliant 
backpack filled with goodies. Winner Naomi in Y5 will have her design made into the banner, 
she also won a backpack and a book token.  

School Target 2017– 2018:  96.5% 
Current Whole School Attendance to date – 97.8% ‘Ardderchog!’ 
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Our local Fire Service also came along to talk about fire safety and the work of the fire 
service. We’d like to thank the Fire Service, Swansea Police and Swansea Road Safety for 
helping us teach our children how to keep safe on the roads. 
 

Out & About: ‘We have the right to be fit & healthy’ 
School Aim … encourage a healthy and active lifestyle for all’ 

 
Children in Years 4 to 6 took part in fitness and endurance tests this week alongside 
Happen Swansea as part of a research project with Swansea University. The test is 
a baseline for fitness which will be measured again later in the year.  In the meantime our children will all take part in the 
Daily Mile at least three times a week – please make sure your child has their trainers in school every day so that they can 
take fully.  You can find out more about the Daily Mile here The Daily Mile   
 

Lead Creative Schools Project – School Aim: ‘Deliver a stimulating and innovative curriculum that 
challenges, excites and inspires pupils to achieve their best’ 
Our Lead Creative Schools Project kicked off its 2nd year with the first of our planning meetings 
with this year’s creative practitioners yesterday.  Four of our Y6 children helped us interview the 
practitioners back in July, after interviewing 6 candidates they chose 2 practitioners to work with 
the school. The project this year is ambitious as it aims to involve all 128 of our KS2 pupils. We will spend the Autumn term 
planning for the project which will begin in January over 6 weeks. The project will look at how creative learning strategies 
can be effectively used as a starting point to develop pupils as creative writers. The project looks to be very exciting and 
aims to develop creativity of the children and teachers alike.  
 

Uniform  
It’s fabulous to see the children wearing school uniform, we appreciate your support greatly. Please ensure that all uniform, 
including shoes and trainers, is labelled clearly with your child’s name. It is much easier to reunite a jumper or cardigan if 
names are inserted. Diolch.  
 
Textile Bank. 
With great thanks to Mrs Parrington we are soon to have a textile bank placed in the car park at the 
school. For every kilo collected the school will earn 50p. We’ll let you know what can be collected in 
the bank in the next few weeks – make sure you tell your friends and neighbours too!  

 
Don’t forget we are collecting coins in every class this term too.  
 

We are looking for more ways to raise funds for our school – if you would like to join the Funding Working 
Party please contact the school.  
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Friends of Pennard Primary News 

Friends of Pennard Primary STILL need your help... 
 

What a fab turnout at our AGM!  It must have been the fancy biscuits.  We've got lots of good ideas for the coming 
term, including an Autumn evening disco, our Christmas Fair, and plenty of sherry... 
  
A new committee has been elected.   But if you have time to give, we'd be grateful for your help this term. 
  

THE IMPORTANT BIT>>>>> 
If you are able to help - such as being on a subcommittee for the Christmas Fair, helping during a craft afternoon, or 
serving mince pies at the Christmas Concerts - then please have a word with one of us - you needn't attend 
meetings to join the rota.  
 

If you have opinions about the work done by FoPP then please chip in!  We appreciate hearing feedback on what works 
for you and what doesn't.  We want to resurrect the Christmas Fair this year, but we'll need manpower. 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Clare Parrington (co-chair)     Hannah Henwood (co-chair)     Kelly Eynon (co-chair) 

Beth Stretton (secretary)      Julianne Jenner (treasurer) 
Sofiya Hussain (co-publicity)     Anna Hollisey (co-publicity) 

 

There will be a dedicated FoPP newsletter coming out this term, in which we’ll try to include mug shots... 
Thanks as always for your support. 
FoPP 
 
Clubs 
Club letters have been sent out this week. We run our clubs on a Tuesday or Wednesday evening (Thursday for netball) for 
a block of 4 weeks each half term. This is to allow staff the time they need to ensure they provide high quality teaching and 
learning through the rest of the week. You’ll see we are running an art club for which there is a charge, this club is run by a 
professional artist from an outside agency, the charge covers materials and resources to run the club. I have included a 
provisional overview of clubs for the year below. If you could offer support for clubs please contact the school. 
 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
ICT (film) FP ICT (Coding) KS2   
Rugby 
Tuesday 
Thursday 

KS2 
Tag rugby(Y3/4) 
Contact (Y5/6) 

Football KS2 Athletics EY 

Netball 
Tuesday 
Thursday 

KS2 
(Y3/4) 
(Y5/6) 

Netball KS2 
Athletics 
Rounders and 
tennis 

KS2 

Running KS2     
Choir Y2- Y6 Choir Yr2 – 6   
Ukele KS2 Ukulele KS2 Ukulele KS2 
Knitting KS2 Knitting KS2   
Art KS2 Art KS2   
Orchestra KS2 Orchestra KS2 Orchestra KS2 
  Fun & Fitness FP   
  Gardening FP   
  Clwb Cymraeg KS2   

 
Finally, 
You’ll have seen that the last day of term for the Autumn is 22nd December 2017. School will finish at 1pm on this day.  
Mwynheuwch y penwythnos! 
 Kerina Hanson 
Pennaeth (Headteacher)        
 
 
 

Right of the Month 
‘We have a right to know & have our rights’ 

 Why not find out more  
Children’s Rights Wales  
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Patrwm yr wythnos : Get involved in learning welsh together 
 ‘We have the right to our own culture & way of life.’ 

Ble ... ?  Where ...? 
Ble mae Nia?  Where is Nia?    Dyma Nia!   Here’s Nia!     

Ble wyt ti? Where are you?Ble mae e / hi / o?  Where is he / she / it?      
Yn y ty.   In the house.     Yn y ardd.   In the garden        Yn y gegin.   In the kitchen 

Gwylio teledu   Watching TV         Ar y traeth.  On the beach       
Chwarae pêl-droed   Playing football    Chwarae yn yr ardd  Playing in the garden 

Ble wyt ti’n byw?    Where do you live?           Dw i’n byw yn Pennard.   I live in Pennard. 
Ble mae Nia yn byw?     Where does Nia live? 

Mae Nia yn byw yn Abertawe. Nia lives in Swansea.       Dw I ddim yn gwybod. I don’t know. 
Ble mae’r llyfr?  Where is the book?      Dyma’r llyfr.    Here’s the book 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates at a Glance 
Event Details Dates 
Community Events Flu Vaccine: Reception to Year 4 pupils  

Foundation Phase Christmas concert  
Foundation Phase Christmas concert 
Key Stage 2 Christmas concert 
Key Stage 2 Christmas concert 

3.10.17 
11.12.17 at 2.00pm 
12.12.17 at 6.00pm 
12.12.17 at 2.00pm 
13.12.17 at 6.00pm 

School 
Trips/Visits/Events 

SCPO Craig Hadley Y3 – Internet Safety 
Kerbcraft Y1&Y2 
Pizza Project – Parkmill Visit Y5 
Eye of the Storm Workshop Y5/Y6 
Individual school photographs  
Theatre Na Nog Eye of the Storm Y5/Y6 
Shwmae Day 
Parents evening week (Including Book Fair Week) 
Pantomime Cinderella Rec, Y1&Y2 

18.9.17 
22.9.17 
28.9.17 
4.10.17 
6.10.17 
12.10.17 
13.10.17 
16 – 20.10.17  
19.12.17 (am) 

Term Dates Monday 4th September 2017   –   Friday 27th October 2017 
Monday 6th November 2017   –   Friday 22nd December 2017 (1pm finish) 
Monday 8th January 2018   –   Friday 16th February 2018 
Monday 26th February 2018   –   Thursday 29th March 2018 
Monday 16th April 2018   –   Friday 25th May 2018 
Monday 4th June 2018   –   Tuesday 24th July 2018 

NATIONAL TESTS 2ND TO 9TH MAY 2018 
NO TERM TIME LEAVE OF ABSENCE WILL BE AUTHORISED DURING NATIONAL TEST WINDOW 

INSET days  
2016-2017 

Day 1 – Autumn term: Monday 4th September 2017 
Day 2 – Summer term: Monday 4th June 2018 
Day 3 – Summer term: Monday 23rd July 2018 
Day 4 – Summer term: Tuesday 24th July 2018 
Day 5 – TBA 


