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Dear Parent, 
Croeso pawb.  We were visited by Nick Williams our Director of Education last week. Some of our Y6 pupils took him 
on a tour of our brilliant school sharing some of the exciting things we’ve been doing over the last year.  Following 
that Mrs Treen Chair of Governors, Mrs Lythgoe Vice Chair of Governors and myself spoke to Mr Williams about the 
issues facing the school particularly with funding. Like all schools in Swansea we are facing further cuts, year on year 
these cuts have led us, for example, to a reduction in the number of staff we have in the school. Over the next few 
months it’s likely you will see more in the news about how budget cuts are affecting many schools in Wales.  
 

Attendance ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’ 
Our attendance is off to a fantastic start, it’s great to see the children in school and making the most of their learning.  
Let’s aim to keep our attendance above our target – diolch yn fawr phawb! 
 

 

 
In & Around School / Out & About: ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’ 

Our Key Stage 2 children had the amazing experience of meeting Daphne 
this week, an evacuee from WW2. She had incredible story to share about 
her experiences during the war – what a fabulous way to find out about 
life in the past and a real privilege to meet her. Diolch yn fawr Daphne. 

An evacuation experience with the 
Gwili Railway has further developed 
the children’s understanding of what it 
might have been like to be a child 
during the war; it was a real shame however, that the weather was so awful. Roedd y tywydd yn ddrwg. 
 

There’s been some fabulous homework coming into school – just look at these amazing models bought in by Y6. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a visit from Mrs Fee last week telling us all about a new homework club they are running in the library on a 
Monday night from 3.30 – 5.00pm. They are offering to help with homework and the children will have free use of the 
internet, free printouts and free photocopies – ffantasteg! 

School Target 2017– 2018:  96.5% 
Current Whole School Attendance to date – 97.4% ‘Ardderchog!’ 
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Blwyddyn 5 & 6 had a fantastic trip to see Theatr Na nÔg and their performance ‘Eye of the Storm’ yesterday. The story is 
based around Emmie who is torn between following her dream of being a scientist and caring for her mother. The show 
has combined music, theatre, history, science and technology, digital competence along with a strong link to personal & 
social education. The experience started off with a digital competence workshop session in school last week; yesterday the 
children saw the show and took part in a variety of workshops and activities at the Waterfront in Swansea. Later in 
December the children will have another workshop session here at school to follow up the visit. It has been an excellent 
learning experience for the children. Adderchog Theatr Na nÔg!   

 

Foundation Phase have had a fantastic morning with the Explorer Dome today – the children really enjoyed the 
experience. 

I’m very proud of our children and teachers,  the presenters were so impressed with the children’s knowledge they 
thought they could have given the KS2 presentation instead! Wow – gwych! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right of the Month 
‘We have a right to be fit and healthy’ 

 Why not find out more  
The Daily Mile  
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We celebrated Diwrnod Shwmae this afternoon. Diolch yn fawr iawn rieni a phawb! 
Mae'n hyfryd i'ch gweld chi! 
 

Patrwm yr wythnos : Get involved in learning welsh 
together 

‘We have the right to our own culture & way of life.’ 
Are you ready for Shwmae day? 

National Welsh Language Conversation day where every conversation starts with 
‘Shwmae!’ – ‘Hi there!’ 

Keep practicing these patterns – ewch am dani! 
Pwy wyt ti? Who are you?  … dw i.    I am … 

Sut wyt ti? How are you?  Dw i’n hapus diolch.  I’m happy thank you. 
wedi blino - tired   drist  -  sad    poeth – hot      offnadwy  -  terrible   ar ben y byd – on top of the world 

Ga i … os gwelwch yn dda?   Can I have …. Please? 
te  - tea              coffi – coffee             picau ar y maen – welsh cakes      Bara brith 

Wyt ti’n hoffi …? Do you like …? 
Ydw, dw I’n hoffi coffi. – Yes I like coffee.      Nag ydw, dw i ddim yn hoffi te. -  No I don’t like tea. 

Beth wyt ti eisiau? - What do you want?   Dw i eisiau bara brith. – I want bara brith. 
Sut mae’r tywydd heddiw? How is the weather today?     Mae hi’n … – It is … 

oer – cold           braf -  fine        heulog – sunny        wyntog – windy        bwrw glaw – raining 
bwrw eira  -  snowing           rhewi  -  freezing           boeth -  hot 

 
Up-coming events 
I had a visit this week from Cllr Susan Rodaway and Gower Unearthed to talk about planting a tree in the school grounds 
to commemorate the poet Vernon Watkins. Vernon Watkins was born in Maesteg, he studied at Magdalene Collage 
Cambridge and later became a lifelong friend to Dylan Thomas.  During World War II, he was a part of the cryptography 
team that broke the Nazi enigma code. He settled in Pennard and after his death in 1967 he was buried in the local parish 
church. Y6 will be working with Gower Unearthed after half term to look at his poetry taking part in Poetry in Place 
workshop. We’ll also be doing some art work linked to the poet during November. On 30th November we will hold a tree 
planting ceremony here at the school as part of the commemoration events going on around the Gower this year. 

 

‘None can look out and bear that sight, 
None can bear that shock. 

The Mari’s shadow is too bright, 
Her brilliance is too black. 
None can bear that terror 

When the pendulum swings back 
Of the stiff and stuffed and stifled thing 

Gleaming in the sack. 
Midnight. Midnight. Midnight. Midnight. 

Hark at the hands of the clock.’ 
 

From ‘Ballad of the Mari Lwyd, and other poems’ by Vernon Watkins. 
 

Can you help? / Gallwch chi helpu? 
We need to develop our outdoor learning areas for the Foundation Phase – we are looking for some of the following so we 
can make the most of learning outdoors. Can you help? 
• Plastic crates (like the bakers trays) that we can use for weaving or garden trellis 
• Pots & Pans, old saucepans, wooden and metal spoons old oven trays or tin buckets (for our musical corner and mud 

kitchen) 
• Tyres of different sizes for our construction corner and some planters 
• Plastic builders mesh, buckets, mini wheel barrows, traffic cones, broom slicks. 
• Clear bubble dome umbrellas 
• Lengths of guttering, pipes and tubing, plastic funnels – for a water play area. 
• Cut logs (big & small), willow (to make a willow tunnel), large branches, off cuts of wood, 
• Plastic sheeting & tarpaulin, rope, pegs and clothes pegs. 
• Stones and rocks of different sizes. 

We’d be grateful for anything you can donate! 
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Textile Collection. 
You will have had a bag for textile collection on the 17th October for larger quantities of textiles – don’t forget to send it in 
on Monday or Tuesday morning. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
Mwynheuwch y penwythnos! 
 Kerina Hanson 
Pennaeth (Headteacher)        

 

 

 

Last orders please… 
Christmas card orders should be in by today, but we can pick up any forgotten forms on Monday.  

These orders raise about 40% for the school, so thanks to everyone who’s paid up!   
 

Buy a chair on Tuesday 
If you’re feeling generous or forget your Non-Uniform money, please donate to FoPP on Tuesday 17th.  

If you go online and do it, LocalGiving will match up to £10 – so we get £20 towards our classroom 
furniture. 

 

Christmas is not really coming…   
But our planning committees have been busy planning two Christmas spectaculars!  Save these dates 

in your diary:  
3.30-5.30 on 15 December 2017 – Christmas Fundraising Fair 

The classic Pennard Christmas fair is back!  You can expect Father Christmas and all the trimmings… 
but watch out for the naughty elves this year… 

7-9pm on 24th November 2017 – Festive Friday 
A relaxed, grown-up event, this year with hot food (did somebody say pies?) and… drum roll… a 

licenced bar!  We are trying to round up lots of interesting stalls so that you can wrap up plenty of your 
Christmas shopping in an enjoyable atmosphere. 

 

Get your elf hat out 
And help.  We will need lots of manpower to run these events, so if you’re able to run a stall or sell 

raffle tickets, please get in touch or come to our next meeting (text going out soon). 
 

Thank you for your support as always. 

Friends of Pennard Prim
ary U

pdate
 

Dates at a Glance 
Event Details Dates 
Community 
Events 

Halloween Disco FOPP 
Children in Need Day 
Festive Friday – FoPP 
Christmas Fayre 
Foundation Phase Christmas concert  
Foundation Phase Christmas concert 
Key Stage 2 Christmas concert 
Key Stage 2 Christmas concert 

27.10.17 
17.11.17 
24.11.17 7-9pm 
15.12.17 3.30-5.30pm 
11.12.17 at 2.00pm 
12.12.17 at 6.00pm 
12.12.17 at 2.00pm 
13.12.17 at 6.00pm 

School 
Trips/Visits/E
vents 

Kerbcraft Y1&Y2 
Parents evening week (Including Book Fair Week) 
Gwilli Railway Y3/Y5 
Pizza Making Day  
Y6 cake Stall 
Ambulance service visit – Y5/Y6 
Vernon Watkins Poetry in Place Y6 
Lead Creative Schools Planning Day KS2 (Teachers) 
Mari Lwyd Lantern making Y6 
Mari Lwyd Lantern Parade Pennard 
Eye of the Storm Workshop Y5/Y6 
Pantomime Cinderella Rec, Y1&Y2 

From 29.9.17 
16 – 20.10.17  
18.10.17 
20.10.17 
20.10.17 
23 & 25.10.17 
14/15.11.17 
22.11.17 
28.11.17 
6.12.17 
11.12.17 
19.12.17 (am) 
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