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Dear Parent, 
Croeso pawb.  We’ve had a tremendous response to our Friends of Pennard Primary fundraising activities over 
the last few weeks. FoPP have raised a fabulous £1,588.00 so far through their Buy a Chair appeal, in addition to 
this, we also have enough through local company donations to fund new blinds for all the KS2 classrooms. There 
has also been a great response so far to our Aviva application to have our playground resurfaced; we’re up to 
1000 votes so far – I know the site is often busy making it difficult to vote but we have 24 more days to go so 
keep trying. It would be amazing to get through to the next round and perhaps even win!  
 

Attendance ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’ 
Our attendance remains very good for the year so far – well done everyone! We can only keep this up with your help.   
Let’s aim to keep our attendance above our target – diolch yn fawr phawb! 
 

 

 
In & Around School / Out & About: ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’  
Core Aim: Deliver a stimulating and innovative curriculum that challenges, excites and inspires pupils to achieve their best; 
Years 3 and 5 had better weather for their evacuation experience with the Gwili Railway, experiences like these add a 
real life context to events from the past and support children’s  developing understanding of what it might have been 
like to be a child during the war. It looks like they had a great time too! 

 
Blwyddyn 4 Ospreys project kicked off on Wednesday with a visit from Brendon Leornard, they had a 
chance for a Question & Answer session after they had greeted him with a Y4 vs Y5 Hakka face off to 
celebrate his home country of New Zealand – take a look here! https://twitter.com/Pennardprimary?lang=en-gb  
Yn wych! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Target 2017– 2018:  96.5% 
Current Whole School Attendance to date – 97.5% ‘Ardderchog!’ 
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‘Confident, Resilient, Healthy Informed’ 

We were lucky enough to be able to take part in Shoctober alongside the Welsh Ambulance Service this week. Y5 and 
Y6 took part in workshops to develop their understanding of what to do in an emergency and their life saving skills. 
These experiences are an excellent way to prepare our children with the skills they needs for later life. 

 
Year 1&2 have been taking part in Kerbcraft this last few weeks learning how to stay 
safe on the roads –diolch yn fawr iawn to all the parents and grandparents who have 
supported us in running the project. 
We enjoyed a fantastic day last week as part of our Pizza Project, every class had a 
chance to make and cook a pizza with healthy ingredients. We are going to run the 
project again next year with Y4 taking part in the summer and also in the Autumn 
when they move to Y5. Pizza day has become one of the highlights of our calendar. 

‘Mmmm dw i’n hoffi pitza achos mae’n blasus!’ 
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Our new School Improvement Plan is ready and underway. 
We have two main aims for our pupils: 
 

To become Ambitious, Imaginative, Creative, Capable 
learners. 

To be Confident, Resilient, Healthy, Informed pupils. 
 

We are focussing on developing our Teaching and Learning 
Experiences and the Wellbeing of our pupils. We know that 
happy learners are successful learners.   
We’ll keep you informed as the year goes on and at the end 
of the academic year we’d like to hold an open day to share 
the progress of our priorities.  Our plans are formed from a 
range of sources including school and Governor monitoring, 
pupil voice through listening to learners and questionnaires, 
parent questionnaires and parent voice slips, and the need 
to address local and national priorities. 
You’ll know that one of our priorities focusses on our 
Senedd groups where we are giving our all of our KS2 pupils  
a voice rather than just those who were on PACT or Eco 
teams previously. We’ve also included these groups into our 
curriculum time. I’ll share each team’s plans with you in my 
next flyer once the team Chairs have met with our Chair of 
Governors and I early next term. 

 
As an example of how amazing these groups have been in developing their own ideas, 
Tîm Community members Caitlin, Isabelle and Jenna organised and ran a Talent 
Competition. They have spent the last two weeks auditioning anyone who wanted to 
take part, culminating in the Pennard Talent Show finale this afternoon. Caitlin and 
Jenna hosted the show superbly and we had some outstanding performances from all 
our finalists. Ardderchog phawb! We have some very talented children in our school. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The girls have also raised a 
brilliant £64.00 to go 

towards Children In Need 
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Tîm Enterprise has also been busy. They are organising and running Children In 
Need Day on Friday 17th November. 

They have planned lots of games and competitions for the children to take part in. The theme 
this year is ‘The Big Spotacular’ so the children will be asked to donate a £1 to wear spotty 
clothes that day. There will also be a cake sale, Guess the Teddy’s Name, Design a Buddy for 
Pudsey, Guess how many Sweets in the Jar, a Lucky Dip and many more! 
You will have noticed that we haven’t held a Harvest collection this year; this is because Tîm Enterprise decided to 
collect Christmas food for the Swansea Food Bank instead. I think it’s a brilliant idea and a fabulous way to help 
others in our community at a time that can be very difficult for many families; they will be telling you more about this 
soon. Tîm meddwl gwych! 
 

Sport  ‘We have the right to be fit & healthy’ 
This week we hosted a football match against our friends at  
Crwys Primary School. The team played an excellent game 
narrowly losing 2:1 to Crwys. Our next match is against 
Gowerton Priamry – Diolch yn fawr Mr Price for organising 
this. Also this last few weeks the Ospreys Community Coach 
has been in to take a girl’s rugby club at lunch time, nearly 
all our Y5 and Y6 girls took part. He will return again after 
half term to run the club again.  
The school also took part in the first Cross Country 
competition last night. Well done to those taking part, the 
next round is in February so you have plenty of time to keep 
training! Thank you Miss Bygate for supporting our runners 
so well. 
 

 
 

A big well done to Darcy for winning the Pennard Library Summer reading 
challenge this year.  Darllen gwych Darcy! It’s great to see children enjoying reading 
so much - developing these habits at an early age will help sustain a love of reading 
for life. 
Maddison in Y6 also desrves a big well done – she organised her own stall and 
raised money for the Dementia Society – we shared her thank you card in 
celebration assembly today. Ardderchog Maddison - Rwyt t’in grêt! 
We always love to hear about childrens achievements outside school, do let us 
know what they’ve been up to – they’ll get a special mention in our celebration 
assembly! 

 
 

 
 
 

Right of the Month 
‘We have a right to be fit and healthy’ 

 Why not find out more  
The Daily Mile  
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We had amazing entries for our FoPP Halloween Pumpkins Competitions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s the FoPP Halloween Disco this evening – I hope you will support them by joining us. Please remember that all 
FoPP members are volunteers and give their time freely to support the school. They have achieved great things this 
term and their help is much appreciated by the school.  
 

Up-coming events 
I had a visit this week from Cllr Susan Rodaway and Gower Unearthed to talk about planting a tree in the school 
grounds to commemorate the poet Vernon Watkins. Vernon Watkins was born in Maesteg, he studied at Magdalene 
Collage Cambridge and later became a lifelong friend to Dylan Thomas.  During World War II, he was a part of the 
cryptography team that broke the Nazi enigma code. He settled in Pennard and after his death in 1967 he was buried 
in the local parish church. Y6 will be working with Gower Unearthed after half term to look at his poetry taking part 
in Poetry in Place workshop. We’ll also be doing some art work linked to the poet during November. On 30th 
November we will hold a tree planting ceremony here at the school as part of the commemoration events going on 
around the Gower this year. 

 

‘None can look out and bear that sight, 
None can bear that shock. 

The Mari’s shadow is too bright, 
Her brilliance is too black. 
None can bear that terror 

When the pendulum swings back 
Of the stiff and stuffed and stifled thing 

Gleaming in the sack. 
Midnight. Midnight. Midnight. Midnight. 

Hark at the hands of the clock.’ 
 

From ‘Ballad of the Mari Lwyd, and other poems’ by Vernon Watkins. 
 

Thank you again all for your support this term.   
Mwynheuwch y penwythnos! 
 Kerina Hanson 
Pennaeth (Headteacher)        

 

Thank you for the 
lovely prizes FoPP! 
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It’s raining chairs! 
You are amazing!  Thank you for responding to the Buy a Chair appeal.  The current total is £1,588.  
Mrs Hanson plans to replace a lot of chairs now and then carry on replacing as appropriate.  We’re 
talking to local businesses about funding blinds across the back of the school.  (If you know a business 
owner who would be willing to make a tax-deductible donation, why not ask them to get in touch?)   

 
Glow sticks at the ready!  Our Glow in the Dark disco, featuring DJ Ball, has been organised by class reps 
Lou Ryan, Jess O’Driscoll and Jen Kiley.  There will be snacks and drinks as well as glitter face paint – it’s 
going to be a fab evening for the children.   

And breathe. 
There’s been an awful lot going on lately – new committee, new enthusiasm, all very busy.  We will be 
streamlining our communications and staggering events to try to improve this situation.     

Free glass of prosecco for volunteers! 
If you’re able to help for an hour or more at our Christmas shopping evening (24th November), please 
let us know.  We would really appreciate volunteers to help decorate the hall after school, serve mince 
pies, and tidy up afterwards.  You’ll get a free glass of fizz and a warm glow in your heart.  Elf hats 
optional… 

If you’d like to help you don’t HAVE to come to the meeting, but we would love to see you.  We’re 
almost all new at the moment, so you’ll fit right in!  Our general meeting is: 
16th November 2017 at 9am in the staff room. 
Thank you for your support as always. 
Friends of Pennard Primary 

Friends of Pennard Prim
ary U

pdate
 

Dates at a Glance 
Event Details Dates 
Community 
Events 

Halloween Disco FOPP 
Anti bullying week  
Children in Need Day 
Festive Friday – FoPP 
Vernon Watkins Tree Planting Ceremony  
Christmas Fayre 
Christmas Jumper Day 
Foundation Phase Christmas concert  
Foundation Phase Christmas concert 
Key Stage 2 Christmas concert 
Key Stage 2 Christmas concert 

27.10.17 
13-17.10.17 
17.11.17 
24.11.17 7-9pm 
30.11.17 
15.12.17 
15.12.17 3.30-5.30pm 
11.12.17 at 2.00pm 
12.12.17 at 6.00pm 
12.12.17 at 2.00pm 
13.12.17 at 6.00pm 

School Trips/ 
Visits/ Events 

Kerbcraft Y1&Y2 
Dance Workshops – whole school  
Ospreys Project Stadium Visit Y4  
Vernon Watkins Poetry in Place Y6 
Ospreys Rugby Coaching Y5/Y6 Girls  
Lead Creative Schools Planning Day KS2 (Teachers) 
Mari Lwyd Lantern making Y6 
Ospreys Project Sony Visit Y4  
Mari Lwyd Lantern Parade Pennard 
Eye of the Storm Workshop Y5/Y6 
Pantomime Cinderella Rec, Y1&Y2 

From 29.9.17 
7.11.17 
13.11.17 
14/15.11.17 
15.10.17 
22.11.17 
28.11.17 
6.12.17 
6.12.17 
11.12.17 
19.12.17 (am) 


