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Dear Parent, 
Croeso. It was fabulous to hear the brilliant news that we have reached the final for our  
Playground for the Future application. This is thanks to the hard work of our FoPP team and, 
of course, to you who helped us get so many votes. The next stage is judging of the 
individual applications and the winning bids will then be informed in January. I think that 
even if we don’t go on to receive the reward it has been a great achievement to reach this 
stage.  Thank you to you all.  
 

 

Attendance ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’ 
Our attendance continues to remain high despite coughs and colds, and nearly all children are 
coming to school every day which is excellent to see.  
 

 

 
In & Around School / Out & About: ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’  

Ambitious, Imaginative, Creative, Capable learners. 
We’ve had excellent opportunities to achieve one of our school aims this week ‘Foster pupils’ cultural identity 
through an awareness of the heritage and history of Wales’ through the work Blwyddyn 5 a 6 have been involved in 
over the last few weeks with both the National Trust and Gower Unearthed. This week children have taken part in 
workshops run by the National Trust to prepare for the Pennard Mari Lwyd parade. They made beautiful lanterns to 
carry with them on the parade and were also lucky enough to hear the story of the Mari Lwyd from story teller David 
Pitt.  

 
 

 
 
This ancient and fascinating tradition will be bought to life again on December 6th, and we would like to invite 
you to join us on the parade. You can find out more about when and where here Pennard Mari Lwyd Parade.  
 

  

School Target 2017– 2018:  96.5% 
Current Whole School Attendance to date – 97.3% ‘Ardderchog!’ 
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Blwyddyn 6 and KS2 have also been working on creating some artwork for a ‘Poetree’ based on the work of Vernon 
Watkins which is to be displayed in the Glynn Vivian Gallery. We will have a copy of the finished piece here at school 
too. On Thursday 30th November we were joined by Gower Unearthed, Local Councillors, Governors, community and 
members of Vernon Watkins family to plant a tree to commemorate his life and work 50 years on. The tree was 
planted with the help of Mr. Blackwood.  Rev. Nigel King attended the celebration to bless the tree. Finally, Gwen 
Watkins, Vernon’s wife read a poem to the children. It was lovely to hear.  We’ve placed the tree near the entrance 
to the school to mark the celebration of 50 years for both Pennard Library and Pennard Primary School (we’ll be 
celebrating our birthday next summer!). Early next year, a stone will also be placed near the tree, Y6 have seen the 
proposed designs and voted on their favourite.  
 

 
Foundation Phase children have been busy in their creative areas drawing and painting characters from the Nativity 
story. You can see their work on display this weekend at St Mary’s Church Pennard. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All the classes have been busy practising for the upcoming concerts – they sound great! I can’t wait to see them. 
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Lead Creative Schools Project – School Aim: ‘Deliver a stimulating and innovative curriculum that challenges,  
     excites and inspires pupils to achieve their best’ 
The second year of our Lead Creative Schools Project 
has started with KS2 taking part in a pre-project 
planning afternoon for the topic in the spring term.  
The plans for the 6 weeks up to spring half term look 
very exciting, the project kicks off with a trip which 
you will find out more about in the coming weeks. 

I’m not sure what’s going on here but it looks very interesting! 
 

‘Confident, Resilient, Healthy Informed’ 
 
It was great to see our Governors getting involved with Digital competence 
training this week learning how to use Hwb. As an Eco Platinum School we try 
to reduce the amount of paper we print for our Governors meetings and now 
look at nearly all document on line through Hwb.  
If you are interested in finding out more about the work of the Governors in 
the school please come, or you would like to become a Governor please come 
to speak to us. 
 
 

Our new cooker was used properly for the first time with Nursery and Y3 cooking last week which was lovely to see. 
Thank you to the parents who came in to help the different groups of children with their cooking. 

 
PE & Outdoor Learning: ‘We have the right to be fit & healthy’   
School Aim: ‘Ensure the safety of every child and encourage a healthy and active lifestyle for all’ 

Y6 parent, Mr Roberts, joined Y5 and Y6 this 
week to look at heart function and measuring 
heart rate. Having this kind of presentation 
from a parent puts the activity of measuring 
heart rate into a real life context and shows 
how these skills can be used in later life, either 
in the workplace or as a way understanding 
about health and fitness for future life.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done to those of you who joined Mr Price 
and the team for a local litter pick after school 
today, it’s great to see people supporting the 
local community in this way – Diolch. 
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Senedd ‘We have the right to be heard & have our say’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PING  
Last week I sent out a letter telling you know about a meeting held for PING, our Outdoor 
Learning parent support group. They met today to reorganise a parent volunteer rota to support 
our Outdoor Learning programme here at Pennard. We see Outdoor Learning as an important 

and valuable dimension to the children's school experience here and we aim to continue our journey to develop 
this further. Outdoor Learning enables children to connect with nature and it fosters a sense of respect and 
ownership with the outdoor environment. Activities are designed to develop self-confidence and self-esteem 
through hands on learning experiences using natural materials. The children learn how to be safe, keep their 
friends safe and treat the site with respect. We have a number of volunteers who support us brilliantly on a 
regular basis – if you’d like to help (no experience required!) please let us know. Alternatively, if you think you 
would like to help, but want but want to find out more about Outdoor Learning first, our volunteers would be 
happy to speak to you. We are also going to hold a work weekend in January to spruce up our outdoor areas, 
we’ll be sending out a list of jobs that you can sign up for. Keep an eye out for more information.  
FoPP 
Friends of Pennard Primary have themselves been at the heart of the 
community through their hugely successful Festive Friday held last week. It has 
to be said the school looked amazing with lit trees welcoming visitors as they 
came to the door. There were a super range of stalls selling local crafts and 
goods, and an incredible bar in the staffroom alongside a pie stall from Lewis 
Pies which proved very popular. There were excellent raffle prizes up for grabs 
too. In all, the event raised around £1,500 which is an amazing feat. This is all 
down to the amazing people who give their time freely to organise and set up 
these events and I have to say a huge thank you to everyone involved including 
Mr Blackwood who stayed very late to help tidy up and lock up that night. The 
next event will be a Christmas Fayre for the children being held on 15th 
December – more information on this to follow! 
FoPP class reps have also been busy running cake sales, one per half term for 
each class. Today I was able to present cheques to Y6 for £169.56 and to Y5 for 
£144.62 which was brilliant. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 As a school we have been lucky enough to have been chosen as a Co-op local 
cause. If you follow this link https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/13286# 
you can choose Pennard Primary School as your nominated cause for the next 
11 months. Every time you use your Co-op card, 1% of what you spend will be 
donated to Pennard Primary School and our Golden Mile appeal. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
This year Tîm Community have decided to take part in the Mumbles Gift Appeal. The Mumbles Gift 
Appeal is to put presents under the Christmas trees of children who won’t get them this year. We need 
your help! We would like to collect donations of new toys to donate to the Appeal and help other 
children have a Happy Christmas too. Please bring your donations of new toys along on Friday 8th 
December and we will donate them to the Mumbles Gift Appeal to help children in our local area. 
Diolch 
Tîm Community   

If you can’t donate a toy then Tîm Enterprise is aiming to collect food to donate to the Swansea food 
bank for families in Swansea over Christmas which is often a difficult time of year. The Food Bank 
would like donations of non-perishable foods to add to their food parcels. You can send your donations 
in by Friday 8th December. 
Thank you  
Tîm Enterprise 
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Finally, 
I’ve had a few people ask about a Christmas concert DVD. Unfortunately not all our children have parental permission to 
be be videoed at school, which may be for a number of reasons. As a school we repect the right of parents not to have 
their child filmed, we also want be inclusive in our Christmas productions so wont leave any child out. It is for this reason 
we do not film or sell a DVD ourselves. We do not, however, object to you taking photographs of your own child on stage 
as we undertsand you will want to remember the occaision, we do ask you to respect the rights of others by not sharing 
these images publicly on the internet. As parents you will have all signed up to the schools Acceptable Use Policy which 
states: 
‘In accordance with guidance from the Information Commissioner’s Office, parents / carers are welcome to take videos 
and digital images of their children at school events for their own personal use (as such use in not covered by the Data 
Protection Act). To respect everyone's privacy and in some cases protection, these images should not be published / 
made publicly available on social networking sites, nor should parents / carers comment on any activities involving 
other students / pupils in the digital / video images.’ 
 

A quick note to remind children to make sure they have a coat in school; we do encourage children to wear 
them at playtimes as the weather is particularly cold at the moment. 
 

Thank you again all for your support, especially to those of you who have given up so much of your own time to 
promote the life of the school in these past few weeks as a volunteer reading, creating Christmassy Crafts or 
organising the various fund raising activities which have been so well supported by parents and the local 
community alike.  As ever, if you have an issue or problem please come in to speak to us, we can’t always make 
things right but we will do our upmost to help.  
 
Mwynheuwch y penwythnos! 
 Kerina Hanson 
Pennaeth (Headteacher)        
 

 
 

Dates at a Glance 
Event Details Dates 
Community 
Events 

Mari Lwyd Lantern Parade Pennard 
Christmas Fayre   3.30-5.30pm 
Christmas Jumper Day 
Foundation Phase Christmas concert  
Foundation Phase Christmas concert 
Key Stage 2 Christmas concert (1.30 orchestra) 
Key Stage 2 Christmas concert (5.30 orchestra) 

6.12.17 
15.12.17 
15.12.17  
11.12.17 at 1.30pm 
12.12.17 at 5.00pm 
12.12.17 at 1.30pm 
13.12.17 at 5.30pm 

School Trips/ 
Visits/ Events 

Kerbcraft Y1&Y2 
Ospreys Rugby Coaching Y5/Y6 Girls  
Ospreys Project Sony Visit Y4  
Eye of the Storm Workshop Y5/Y6 
PC Hadleigh Y6 
Nursery Visit to Santa 
Pantomime Cinderella Rec, Y1&Y2 

From 29.9.17 
15.10.17 
6.12.17 
11.12.17 
14.12.17 
18.12.17 
21.12.17 (am) 


