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FFF 21.12.17 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
Croeso. It has been a fabulous end to a busy term these last few weeks. Before we start with our news I’d like to 
extend a huge thank you to you as parents for your excellent support in so many ways this term, and to the 
brilliant staff here who work so hard to bring learning to life.  Working together we can achieve the very best for 
our wonderful children here at Pennard. 
 

 

Attendance ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’ 
We’ve seen our attendance dip this last few weeks unfortunately, however, it’s great to see so many children with 
100% attendance to date, 42 at 100% and a further 28 over 99%. Let’s hope the Christmas break gives everyone a 
chance to refresh ready to be in every day next term! Y5 have achieved the highest attendance this term so far 
closely followed by Y6, Y4 come in third place.  
 

 

 
In & Around School / Out & About: ‘We have the right to learn & be the best we can be’  

‘Ambitious, Imaginative, Creative, Capable’  ‘Confident, Resilient, Healthy Informed’ 
Lots of you joined us at the Mari Lwyd Parade on the 6th 
December. It was a wet and windy evening but we still 
enjoyed the carols at the end. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blwyddyn 4 enjoyed their final Ospreys Community 
Project visit to Sony at the beginning of the month.  
 

 
 

Meanwhile things were getting crafty in school with the help of parents making Christmas crafts. They made some 
fabulous things for our Christmas Fair stalls. Diolch yn fawr rhieni! 

School Target 2017– 2018:  96.5% 
Current Whole School Attendance to date – 96.8% ‘Iawn!’ 
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Blwyddyn 5 & 6 had the final 
session of their input from 
Technocamps following their visit 
to the Eye of the Storm with 
Theatre Na Nog. They spent the 
morning brushing up their coding 
skills. 
Meanwhile Blwyddyn 3 & 4 have 
been learning about how what we 
drink can affect our teeth – they 
can now see why they are allowed 
just water in their water bottles in 
school after seeing what happens 
to eggs left in squash and fizzy drinks. 

 
Blwyddyn 6 a visit to Crucial Crew last 
week learning all about safety. They also 
looked at how what we do affects the local 
environment, for example leaving litter on 
the beach and how this impacts on 
wildlife. Visits like this help the children in 
preparing for their future as healthy, 
informed citizens. 
 
 
 
 
 

Foundation Phase have also been looking at safety with Kerbcraft this 
Term, Rocky the Rooster came to visit on Wednesday to thank  
the parents that have helped out so brilliantly this term. It’s good to  
see the crossing slowly being put in place outside the school – it will  
certainly help keep our children safer on their journey to and from   
school when it is eventually finished. 
Foundation Phase have had a lovely end to the term with their visit to the Pantomime at Porthcawl Theatre to see 

Cinderella. It’s a lovely start also to their topic of Fairy Tales next term. 
It was a real shame we had to cancel our Nursery visit this week, we’ve 
had so many children off we couldn’t go ahead as the cost would have 
been too high. We will make sure we arrange a visit later in the year 
instead. 
Your contributions to trips and visits are vital. Without them many of the 
trips we organise could not go ahead. I do appreciate that this can 
become expensive particularly at this time of year, we do try keep costs 
down as much as possible. Next term we will consult with you about the 
trips and visits we offer over the course of a year 

 
A BIG well done to this fantastic team who entered a coding competition with 
the DVLA – they’ve won some brilliant goodies for the school there that we can 
use. No Mr Price the Lego Mindstorm robot is not for you! 
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Lead Creative Schools Project – School Aim: ‘Deliver a stimulating and innovative curriculum that challenges,  
     excites and inspires pupils to achieve their best’ 
The second year of our Lead Creative Schools Project continues in the Spring term with the whole of 
Key Stage 2 taking part in a project linked to Rainforests.  The project kicks off with a trip to 
Bishopswood on the first day back to school – don’t forget to pack your children off ready for 
outdoor action that day! All KS2 children will need a packed lunch that day too. The plans look to be 
interesting with the teachers and practitioners working collaboratively over the course of the 6 
weeks to half term – I can already see lots of exciting activities and dates being planned. 

 
PE & Outdoor Learning: ‘We have the right to be fit & healthy’   
School Aim: ‘Ensure the safety of every child and encourage a healthy and active lifestyle for all’ 

Our Sports Ambassadors had a great morning of training from 
Swansea Sports Development; they’ll be helping us keep fit and active 
in the New Year! 
Mr Price has been brilliant this term, taking running and rugby club in 
all weathers. He’s also organised games against other schools over the 
term, diolch Mr Price! 
 
 
 
 
 

Senedd ‘We have the right to be heard & have our say’ 
Our Senedd have been busy, the collection 
organised by Tîm Enterprise  for Swansea 
Food Bank has been delivered and I am sure 
will be much appreciated, thank you so 
much for your donations. Tîm Wellbeing 
also organised Christmas Jumper day and 
raised a smashing £153.00 for Save The 
Children. Bendigedig pawb! 
Tîm Community and our Y5 & Y6 pupils 
were real stars helping out at our Christmas 

Fair last week too. 
FoPP (You can read their update below!) 

I’d like to extend a huge thank you to Friends of Pennard 
Primary and all our brilliant parents for the amazing support you 
have given the school this term. The final event of the year, our 
Christmas Fair, was a great success; this brings the total funds 
raised this term alone to an incredible £9,173! Wow! From this we 
have been able to buy chairs for FP, Y3 and Y6; a new reading 
scheme for FP, Y3 & Y4, these books will vary the choice reading 

materials the children have beyond Biff & Chip books and support 
that vital transition onto free reading books; yesterday we had 
some lovely blinds fitted in our KS2 classes, these will make such a 
difference, some lovely classroom partitions for out FP classrooms; 

drones and other IT equipment for KS2 to support the increasing demands in delivering 
the Digital Competence curriculum; funding for buddy benches and planters for the 
playground and more! It is a real achievement and a testament to the community as a 
whole. Diolch yn fawr! 
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 As a school we have been lucky enough to have been chosen as a Co-op 
local cause. If you follow this link 
 https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/13286# you can choose Pennard 
Primary School as your nominated cause for the next 11 months. Every 
time you use your Co-op card, 1% of what you spend will be donated to 

Pennard Primary School and our Golden Mile appeal. 
Schools Funding Crisis 
You will have seen the letter sent out by Bishopston Cluster schools about the funding crisis being faced by schools in 
Wales. Swansea has just launched its budget survey and you can have your say here. http://swansea.gov.uk/budgetsurvey 
The Council explain that they are tackling cuts from Welsh Government this year and in future years so they face 
significant challenges ahead. It is heartening to see that despite the cuts from Welsh Government the council is 
proposing a cash increase of 1.5% to schools this year. However, this does not cover the costs of running schools in 
real terms and the council point out the significant challenges facing schools in future years as budget continue to be 
squeezed.  As we look forward to the next few years it is certain that our spending on equipment and maintenance 
will continue to fall and we may also see further cuts to staffing. If you’d like to find out more about the funding 
issues facing schools in Wales, there is also a meeting being held at Gowerton Comprehensive School on January 11th 
at 6pm which you are welcome to attend. 
 

A word from our Chair of Governors ‘We have a right to be heard & have our say’ 
I'd like to take this opportunity to wish all of you a happy Christmas and a peaceful new year. This is the time of 
year when we all look back at the year about to end and if we are wise we appreciate how lucky most of us are 
and thankful for all the joys that have come our way. Our community of Pennard can be thankful for delightful 
children, committed staff and wonderfully supportive parents who this year have raised substantial sums of 
money for our school. The school goes from strength to strength and I look forward to new triumphs, new 
experiences, and more of all the good things our school creates.  
Eleanor Treen 
Chair of Governors 
 

 
 

Thank you again all for your support, especially to those of you who have given up so much of 
your own time to promote the life of the school in these past few weeks as a volunteer reading, 
creating Christmassy Crafts or organising the various fund raising activities which have been so 
well supported by parents and the local community alike.  As ever, if you have an issue or 
problem please come in to speak to us, we can’t always make things right but we will do our 
upmost to help.  
‘Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda!’ 

 
Mwynheuwch y penwythnos! 
 Kerina Hanson 
Pennaeth (Headteacher)        
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And this term’s total is… 
£9,173.  A big, sparkly, snowy thank you to everyone.  It has been tiring, but super fun!   And what an 
awesome amount of money to go directly to the school. 
Thanks for standing with us 
What an amazing community of parents we have.  Your support for the school, under current 
pressures, has been so very, very appreciated.  Thanks everyone. 
Recently there’s been additional support from our local community, with Pennard Stores paying for our 
autumn newsletter, FoPL (and many others) promoting our Aviva campaign, and Pennard WI and St 
Mary’s volunteering at the Christmas Fair.  We wish we could deliver cookies to the whole village.  It’s a 
lovely place to live. 
What we’ve bought this term 

•  Chairs: two sets (one yet to come) plus some ergonomic chairs for Foundation Phase.  (£1,900) 
•  Reading scheme books: 2 sets (y1-3) and 1 set (y3-5) of Big Cat books and 1 set of Read Write INC 

for Foundation Phase (£2,000) 
•  Drones: for KS2 coding work 
•  Oven: for the children’s use, in the staff room 
•  Room partitions for KS1, to help with new learning arrangements. 

Next year’s wish list… 
•  Contributing to the new Trim Trail 
•  Redecorating the children’s toilets (as voted for by the kids) 
•  New outdoor physical equipment for the Foundation Phase 
•  Resurfacing the playground 

Local businesses have been amazing. 
I know this is a bit like an Oscar speech (with slightly less crying), but we have a long list of local 
businesses to thank too. 
IN PARTICULAR:   
Lewis Pies supplied the marvellous mince pies at the 
Christmas Concerts.  They also catered Festive Friday, 
and gave us 100% of their profits! 
Three Blind Mice are buying blinds for the 
classrooms.  We have discovered their secret 
identities so their generosity can now be announced: 
Squiggles, Megan&Claude, and Jenner Strategic 
Consulting, we salute you!  
Knelston Service Station kindly match-funded our 
Glow in the Dark disco. 
Dawsons, Pennard Stores, and Geoff’s Print Shop 
paid for the publicity for Festive Friday.   
Admiral Insurance has sent a cheque for nearly £800 
to buy two recycled plastic Buddy Benches for our 
playground. 
Welsh Water Community Fund will be purchasing new 
Planters to replace our old ones.  
… and Fairwood Homes generously sponsored Father 
Christmas at the Christmas Fundraising Fair. 
So if you need any pies, any wedding styling, a lovely 
lunch, or a nice nursing home, then try one of our 
supporters first! 
 
LOTS OF FOPPY LOVE TO THE COMPANIES WHOSUPPORTED OUR CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING FAIR: 
 
Thank you for your support as always. 
Friends of Pennard Primary 

Friends of Pennard Prim
ary U

pdate
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Patrwm yr wythnos : Get involved in learning welsh together   

 ‘We have the right to our own culture & way of life.’ 
Some handy phrases for Christmas!  

 

Ydy Siôn Corn wedi bod eto? - Has Santa been yet? 
Diolch. Doedd dim rhaid i chi. – Thanks. You didn’t have to. 

Pasia’r ysgewyll -  Pass the sprouts        Iechyd da! - Cheers! (Good health) 
Pwdin Nadolig - Christmas Pudding 

Os gwelwch yn dda -  Please       Diolch yn fawr  - Thank you 
Ble mae’r ty bach?   Where is the toilet? 

Sssh, mae Dadcu yn cysgu! -  Sssh, grandad is sleeping! 
Nadolig LLawen – Happy Christmas Blwyddyn Newydd Dda - Happy New Year 

Cyfarchion y Tymor - Season’s greetings 
 


